
 
 

• The newest members of the V-Series family, the ultra-performance variants of the CT5-V and CT4-
V, will be called the CT5-V Blackwing and CT4-V Blackwing. 

• The Blackwing name has grown to represent the pinnacle of Cadillac performance engineering, 
craftsmanship and technology. It is a designation for our top-of-the-line V-Series performance 
iterations. 

• The new CT4-V Blackwing and CT5-V Blackwing build on the V-Series brand’s respected legacy of 
high-performance driving and elevates it even further. 

• Both the CT5-V Blackwing and CT4-V Blackwing will offer a manual transmission - a feature most 
luxury brands no longer offer but continues to be a strong desire for performance driving 
enthusiasts. 

• While still undergoing performance testing, early results show the CT5-V Blackwing and CT4-V 
Blackwing performing faster than their respective predecessors, the ATS-V and CTS-V. 

 
Name History 

• Blackwing comes from the original Cadillac crest featuring the merlette, a black bird. Merlettes 
were prominent on the crest of the original founder of Detroit, Antoine De La Mothe Cadillac. His 
coat of arms shows merlettes with black wings, but no legs or beaks. 

• While we initially branded Cadillac’s 4.2L twin-turbo V-8 engine “Blackwing,” the name has grown to 
represent more than just an engine for the brand.  

 

 



 
 
 
CT4-V Blackwing & CT5-V Blackwing 
 
Q: Why make this announcement now, in today’s climate? 
A: We know these are uncertain times, but even in today’s climate - and while we’re focused on 
communicating Cadillac’s “We Have Your Back” campaign - we remain committed to offering customers 
exciting sedans. In this case, we felt it was important to reaffirm our commitment to ultra-high-
performance, track-capable sedans in the CT5-V Blackwing and CT4-V Blackwing.  
 
Q: So does this mean that these cars will have the V8 Blackwing engine? 
A: No, as mentioned, the Blackwing name now represents more than an engine for Cadillac. At this time the 
V8 Blackwing engine is only available in the 2019 and 2020 CT6/CT6-V. We will share details about the V-
Series Blackwing vehicle engines when the products are revealed.  
 
Q: Will these vehicles offer both an automatic and manual transmission? Which is standard? 
A: Yes, both the CT5-V Blackwing and CT4-V Blackwing will come standard with a manual transmission and 
also offer an automatic transmission as an option.  
 
Q: What type of manual transmission will these cars have? 
A:  At this point, we’re only confirming that the cars will offer a manual transmission. We’ll have more 
information to share throughout the year, leading up to the product reveal. 
 
Q: Why did Cadillac make the decision to offer a manual when many other automakers are going away from 
manual transmissions? 
A: We’ve heard from our customers and from performance driving enthusiasts that there is still strong 
desire for a manual option. These V-Series Blackwing vehicles will epitomize performance driving, so while 
many other automakers are turning away from manuals, we decided to value our customers’ input and 
provide them with the option.  
 
Q: How much extra will it cost Cadillac to offer a manual transmission? 
A: We do not discuss specific production costs, but I can tell you that we implemented some unique vehicle 
production techniques to minimize the cost of providing multiple world class transmission options. We’ll 
have more information to share throughout the year, leading up to the product reveal. 
 
Q: What else can you tell us about these vehicles? What engines will they have? 



A: At this point, we’re only sharing the name and confirming that the cars will offer a manual transmission. 
We’ll have more information to share throughout the year, leading up to the product reveal. 
 
Q: When you say they’re faster than the CTs-V and ATS-V, how much faster? On what course? 
A: We’ve been testing the CT5-V Blackwing and CT4-V Blackwing on multiple tracks around the country, and 
while I cannot provide specific lap times at this point, I can tell you that they’re each completing laps 
seconds faster than their respective predecessors. 
 
Q: Will these vehicles be the same dimensions as the CT4-V and CT5-V respectively? 
A: At this point, we’re only sharing the name and confirming that the cars will offer a manual transmission. 
We’ll have more information to share throughout the year, leading up to the product reveal. 
 
Q: When will you reveal these vehicles and share more info? 
A: Due to the COVID-19 situation, we’re still determining exactly when we’ll reveal these products, but stay 
tuned for more information. 
 
Q: When will these vehicles go on sale? 
A: These vehicles will go on sale in 2021. We’ll provide more specific timing at a later date. 
 
Q: Were these vehicles delayed because of the COVID-19 situation? 
A: We’re still evaluating the affect that COVID-19 will have on our production, but this program was always 
scheduled to launch in 2021.   
 
Q: So will these be 2022MY vehicles? 
A: Yes 
 
V-Series Blackwing Name Q&As 
 
Q: What does the term ‘Blackwing’ represent for Cadillac? 
A: Blackwing represents the pinnacle of Cadillac performance engineering, craftsmanship and technology. It 
is a designation for our top-of-the-line V-Series performance iterations.  
 
Q: Your new naming strategy is confusing. First you change what V-Series means, and now you name the 
track versions after an engine (that they don’t have)? 
A:  Cadillac is focused on bringing more customers into the V-Series family, while also offering an exclusive 
option for track enthusiasts. The expanded V-Series lineup starts as a step up from the Sport or Premium 
Luxury models. Those seeking the ultimate, high-performance track capability can opt for V-Series 
Blackwing – a new name that represents the pinnacle of Cadillac performance. 
 
Q: Where did the Blackwing name come from? What is the significance? 
A: The name comes from the original Cadillac crest featuring the merlette, aka the black duck. Inspired by 
the coat of arms of the original founder of Detroit, Antoine De La Mothe Cadillac. The original coat of arms 
shows merlettes with wings, but no legs or beaks. 
 
Q: Will there be other Cadillac products with the Blackwing name? 
A: We don’t comment on future products, but Blackwing will continue to represent the pinnacle of Cadillac 
performance and craftsmanship going forward. 
 
Q: Is this the new logo? What happened to the Blackwing logo with the wings? 
A: This is the official logo to be used on all print and other assets.  It was developed to reinforce that V-
Series is the halo sub-brand, not Blackwing.  Blackwing is a designation within the V-Series family to identify 
the highest/ultimate performance variants.    
 



The winged Blackwing logo is still part of the Cadillac brand, and if you look closely at the new vehicles once 
they’re revealed, you may still see it in some areas.  
 
Blackwing Engine 
 
Q: Will the Blackwing engine be available on other Cadillac/GM products? 
A: At this time, the 4.2L twin-turbo V-8 engine, known as Blackwing, is only available in the Cadillac CT6 
Platinum and CT6-V. We have no additional plans regarding this engine to announce at this time. 
 
Q: I read about the Blackwing engine being sold to Manifattura Automobili Torino, is that true? 
A: The story about the Blackwing engine being sold to Manifattura Automobili Torino was not accurate (the 
original source was mistaken).  We do not have an agreement in place with Manifattura Automobili Torino to 
provide or sell the Blackwing engine. Furthermore, although MAT may be working with the Punch Group, we 
have not licensed this engine as part of the Turin Propulsion Engineering Center sale to Punch Group. 
 
We are open to other options for the Blackwing engine, but have nothing to announce at this time. 
 
V-Series Q&As 
 
Q: What does the new V-Series represent for Cadillac? 
A: The new V-Series lineup combines luxury with thoughtful technology and athletic refinement for the 
discerning enthusiast. We are inviting even more customers into the V-Series family by adding a new level 
of performance between our Sport models and the ultimate, high-performance track capability that the V-
Series has grown to represent. 
 
Q: What is the difference between V-Series, V-Sport and V-Performance? 
A: V-Series is sub-brand for Cadillac’s full performance lineup.  Within the V-Series family of vehicles there 
are tiers of V-Performance capability, including the ultra-performance V-Series Blackwing models.   
 
V-Performance is a term used to describe the engineering excellence in every V-Series model, but not 
something that is branded on our vehicles. We no longer use the term V-Sport. 
 
 
 

 


